
Directions: Use the following to complete pages 21-23 in your notebook. 
 

Judicial Branch Activity 
 

Box 1 
Which court in the federal system is the court of 
last resort? 
Label this court on the diagram. Then describe its 
function and draw in the number of justices who 
hear each case. 
 
Box 2 
Which courts in the federal system use three 
judge panels to review cases? 
Label these courts on the diagram. Then describe 
their function and draw in the number of justices 
who hear each case. 
 
Box 3 
Which courts in the federal system have original 
jurisdiction within their regions? 
Label these courts on the diagram and describe 
their function. 
 
Box 4 
Which court hears cases that involve customs or 
other trade issues? 
Label this court on the diagram. 
 
Box 5 
Which court hears cases in which claims for 
damages have been made against the United 
States? 
Label this court on the diagram. 
 
Box 6 
Which court resolves disputes between taxpayers 
and the Internal Revenue Service? 
Label this court on the diagram. 
 
Box 7 
Which court in the federal system reviews the 
convictions of military personnel who have 
violated military law? 
Label this court on the diagram. 
 
Box 8 
What three methods are used to select state 
judges? 
Write these methods on the diagram. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Box 9 
Which courts in the state system have jurisdiction 
over all matters of state law and are the last 
avenue of appeal for most cases? 
Label these courts on the diagram. 
 
Box 10 
Which courts in the state system handle most 
serious criminal cases and major civil disputes? 
Label these courts on the diagram and describe 
their function. 
 
Box 11 
Which courts in the state system specialize in 
minor criminal or civil cases and usually involve 
informal hearings without juries? 
Label these courts on the diagram and describe 
their function. 
 
Box 12 
Which practice in the selection process for 
federal judges allows senators to block 
nominations to federal courts in their home 
states? 
Write this term and its definition on the diagram. 
 
Box 13 
Who nominates Supreme Court justices? Who 
confirms these nominations? 
Write this information on the diagram. 
 
Box 14 
What is a legal document that the Supreme Court 
sends to a lower court ordering it to send up a 
complete record of a case? 
Write this term and its definition on the diagram. 
 
Box 15 
What are three kinds of opinions that may be 
written by the Supreme Court after a case is 
decided? 
Write this information on the diagram, and 
describe each kind of opinion. 
 
Box 16 
What are the two schools of thought surrounding 
the Supreme Court’s power of judicial review? 
List and describe each school of thought in the 
correct locations on the diagram

 


